APIC and the 1985 position paper: "Listen to the music".
The Association for Practitioners in Infection Control (APIC), in existence now for 16 years, is still considered to be a relatively young professional organization. During that time its many accomplishments include membership growth to more than 7500 persons, establishment of a national office, annual revenues of more than $700,000, publications of a bimonthly scientific journal, publication of the standard reference work for infection control practice, establishment of the process leading to a certifying examination in infection control, an annual educational conference attended by more than 1000 persons, and increasing recognition by other professional groups, state and federal agencies, and the scientific community as a leading voice that represents professionals involved in infection control practice in the United States. These accomplishments have been due in large part to the dedication and hard work of its members, especially the hundreds of persons who have filled local and national positions of leadership. However, APIC now finds itself at a crossroads; changes in the current health care climate and publication of the results of a national study on the efficacy of infection control practice have contributed to a reassessment of infection control programs and the role and scope of persons involved in the field. The purpose of this editorial is to review the background of our two position papers, to comment on an expanded role of hospital epidemiology, and to examine the response of APIC to our membership in terms of commitments identified in the two papers.